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D I V E R S I O N A R Y  P R O G R A M

The Community Service Labor Program (CSLP) 
is available to certain defendants who have been 
convicted of violating the drug possession or drug 
paraphernalia laws under section 21a-267 or 21a-279 
of the Connecticut General Statutes. This program 
allows an eligible defendant to be placed on probation 
or conditional discharge and do community service 
instead of going to jail. 

Any defendant who wants to take part in the CSLP 
must meet the eligibility requirements in section 
53a-39c of the Connecticut General Statutes and must 
submit an application to the court. The Court Support 
Services Division will also do an investigation to figure 
out whether the defendant is eligible for the CSLP. 

If the court grants the defendant’s application, it will 
allow the defendant to plead guilty, and the court will 
convict the defendant of the crime. Then, the court will 
suspend any sentence of imprisonment that was part of 
the plea agreement, and make taking part in the CSLP 
a condition of probation or conditional discharge. A 
defendant taking part in the CSLP will have to do 30 
days of community service.

Any defendant who wants to apply for the CSLP must 
pay a participation fee is $205. The court may decide 
that a defendant does not have to pay this fee, though, if 
it finds that the defendant is unable to pay or is indigent. 
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