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The Mission of the  
Judicial Branch

To serve the interests  
of justice and the public  
by resolving matters  

brought before it in a 
fair, timely, efficient  

and open manner.
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The Connecticut Supreme Court celebrated 
its 200th anniversary in 2008. Read more about 
Supreme Court history on pages 6 and 34.
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� Connecticut Judicial Branch

To the Governor, General Assembly  
and the Residents of Connecticut

It is with great pleasure that I present to you this Biennial Report on the Connecticut Judicial Branch for 
the years 2006-2008. In it, we celebrate the 200th anniversary of  the Supreme Court, and I hope that 
you enjoy the photos and reproductions of  postcards that are placed throughout the publication.

You will find that the past two years have brought tremendous change to the Branch, both for the 
judiciary and for the thousands of  individuals who use our courts. Since becoming Chief  Justice in 
April 2007, I have witnessed first-hand the extraordinary work done by our judges and employees. 
Of  special note is the development of  the Judicial Branch’s first-ever strategic plan, crafted by the 
Public Service and Trust Commission that I appointed shortly after becoming Chief  Justice. This 
impressive blueprint for progress will guide us over the next three to five years.

Yet our core values remain the same: to provide each and every person who walks into our courts 
a fair and impartial forum, with a judge who makes his or her ruling based on the facts of  the case 
and the rule of  law. I am extremely proud of  our judges, who ensure that this basic constitutional 
safeguard and right is applied every day.

This task has grown more difficult as our resources have diminished throughout the State’s ongoing 
financial crisis. Rest assured, however, that the Judicial Branch remains committed to serving the 
thousands of  people who seek redress through our courts every year. 

I recognize that the next couple of  years will be challenging and I look forward to working with the 
Executive and Legislative Branches of  government to meet these challenges.

		  Very truly yours,

		  Chase T. Rogers 
		  Chief  Justice
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To the Governor, General Assembly  
and the Residents of Connecticut

I first want to say what a great honor it is to serve as Connecticut’s Chief  
Court Administrator. We have accomplished a great deal over the past two 
years, and I am pleased to present this 2006-2008 Biennial Report to you.

Our greatest achievement has been the development of  a strategic plan 
that already has led to concrete and visible improvements at courthouses 
throughout the state. By way of  background, Chief  Justice Chase T. Rogers 
in 2007 appointed a 42-member Public Service and Trust Commission. 
She charged it with the task of  creating a strategic plan to enhance the 
public’s trust and confidence in the Judicial Branch by improving the 
services offered to the thousands of  people who interact with the Branch 
every day. In response, commission members obtained input from those 
who interact with the Branch, judges and Branch employees through more 
than 90 focus groups, two public hearings and two surveys.

From this input, commission members created the strategic plan, which Chief  Justice Rogers approved. 
We are now in the first phase of  implementing many improvements, and the challenge is both exciting 
and daunting. We look forward to providing regular updates in the Judicial Branch’s website.

We also face the challenge during these economic times of  properly distributing our resources 
so that we may best meet all of  the responsibilities that fall to the Branch. Our job has become 
increasingly complex as legislation is enacted, seeking to address some of  society’s problems through 
the courts. It is essential that we have the resources to implement these policies; otherwise I fear 
that good intent will fall short of  effective action.

In a time of  tight budgets and scarce resources, we at the Judicial Branch recognize the necessity 
of  working together to accomplish what is in the best interests of  the people we serve. To that 
end, we look forward to continuing to work with you.

		  Very truly yours, 

		  Barbara M. Quinn
		  Chief  Court Administrator 
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*  Geographical Area

Connecticut Court Structure

(see pages 30 & 31)

13 Judicial Districts
20 GA* Courts
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SUPREME COURT

Seated (left to right): Justice Flemming L. Norcott, Jr., Chief  Justice Chase 
T. Rogers and Justice Joette Katz.

Standing (left to right): Justice Barry R. Schaller *, Justice Peter T. Zarella, 
Justice Richard N. Palmer, Senior Justice William J. Sullivan and Justice 
Christine S. Vertefeuille. *  Justice Schaller became a Judge Trial Referee in November 2008.

					    he Supreme Court is the state’s highest court. It consists of  the Chief  
			   Justice and six Associate Justices. A panel of  five justices hears and decides 
	 each case. On occasion, the Chief  Justice summons the court to sit en banc 
as a full court of  seven to hear particularly important cases.

The Supreme Court reviews rulings made in the Superior Court to determine 
if  any errors of  law have occurred, as well as rulings of  the Appellate Court.
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