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APPENDIX A 

(031422) 

Sec. 2-16. — Attorney Appearing Pro Hac Vice 

An attorney who is in good standing at the bar of another state, the District of 

Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, may, upon special and infrequent 

occasion and for good cause shown upon written application on one of the following forms 

prescribed by the Chief Court Administrator, form JD-CL-141, Application for Permission 

for Attorney to Appear Pro Hac Vice in a Court Case, or, form JD-CL-142, Application for 

Permission for Attorney to Appear Pro Hac Vice before a Municipal or State Agency, 

Commission, Board or Tribunal, presented by a member of the bar of this state, be 

permitted in the discretion of the court to participate to such extent as the court may 

prescribe in the presentation of a cause or appeal in any state court or a proceeding 

before any municipal or state agency, commission, board or tribunal (hereinafter referred 

to as ‘‘proceeding’’) in this state; provided, however, that (1) such application shall be 

accompanied by the affidavit of the applicant, on form JD-CL-143, Affidavit of Attorney 

Seeking Permission to Appear Pro Hac Vice, (A) providing the full legal name of the 

applicant with contact information, including firm name, business mailing address, 

telephone number and e-mail address, as applicable, [(A)] (B) certifying whether such 

applicant has a grievance pending against him or her in any other jurisdiction, has ever 

been reprimanded, suspended, placed on inactive status, disbarred, or otherwise 

disciplined, or has ever resigned from the practice of law and, if so, setting forth the 

circumstances concerning such action, [(B)] (C) certifying that the applicant has paid the 

client security fund fee due for the calendar year in which the application has been made, 
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[(C)] (D) designating the chief clerk of the Superior Court for the judicial district in which 

the attorney will be appearing as his or her agent upon whom process and service of 

notice may be served, [(D)] (E) agreeing to register with the Statewide Grievance 

Committee in accordance with the provisions of this chapter while appearing in the matter 

in this state and for two years after the completion of the matter in which the attorney 

appeared, and to notify the Statewide Grievance Committee of the expiration of the two 

year period, [(E)] (F) identifying the number of times the attorney has appeared pro hac 

vice in the Superior Court or in any other proceedings of this state since the attorney first 

appeared pro hac vice in this state, listing each such case or proceeding by name and 

docket number, as applicable, and [(F)] (G) providing any previously assigned juris 

number, [and] (2) The filing fee shall be paid with the court for the application submitted 

pursuant to General Statutes, § 52-259(i) unless Section 62-8A(a) applies and (3) unless 

excused by the judicial authority, a member of the bar of this state must be present at all 

proceedings, including depositions in a proceeding, and must sign all pleadings, briefs 

and other papers filed with the court, local or state administrative agency, commission, 

board or tribunal, and assume full responsibility for them and for the conduct of the cause 

or proceeding and of the attorney to whom such privilege is accorded. [Any such 

application shall be made on a form prescribed by the chief court administrator.] Where 

feasible, the application shall be made to the judge before whom such case is likely to be 

tried. If not feasible, or if no case is pending before the Superior Court, the application 

shall be made to the administrative judge in the judicial district where the matter is to be 

tried or the proceeding is to be conducted. Good cause for according such privilege shall 

be limited to facts or circumstances affecting the personal or financial welfare of the client 



APPENDIX A (031422)  3 

and not the attorney. Such facts may include a showing that by reason of a longstanding 

attorney-client relationship predating the cause of action or subject matter of the litigation 

at bar, or proceeding, the attorney has acquired a specialized skill or knowledge with 

respect to the client’s affairs important to the trial of the cause or presentation of the 

proceeding, or that the litigant is unable to secure the services of Connecticut counsel. 

Upon the granting of an application to appear pro hac vice, the clerk of the court in which 

the application is granted shall immediately notify the Statewide Grievance Committee 

Superior Court Operations designee of such action. Any person granted permission to 

appear in a cause, appeal or proceeding pursuant to this section shall comply with the 

requirements of Sections 2-68 and 2-70 and General Statutes § 51-81b and shall pay 

such fee and tax when due as prescribed by those sections for each year such person 

appears in the matter. If the clerk for the judicial district or appellate court in which the 

matter is pending is notified that such person has failed to pay the fee as required by [this 

section] Sections 2-68 and 2-70, the court shall determine after a hearing the appropriate 

sanction, which may include termination of the privilege of appearing in the cause, appeal 

or proceeding. 

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are intended to conform to the 

provision of Section 62-8A.  
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APPENDIX B 

(031422) 

Sec. 2-27. Clients’ Funds; Lawyer Registration 

(a) Consistent with the requirement of Rule 1.15 of the Rules of Professional 

Conduct, each attorney or law firm shall maintain, separate from the attorney’s or the 

firm’s personal funds, one or more accounts accurately reflecting the status of funds 

handled by the attorney or firm as fiduciary or attorney, and shall not use such funds for 

any unauthorized purpose. 

(b) Each attorney or law firm maintaining one or more trust accounts as defined in 

Rule 1.15 of the Rules of Professional Conduct and Section 2-28 (b) shall keep records 

of the maintenance and disposition of all funds of clients or of third persons held by the 

attorney or firm in a fiduciary capacity from the time of receipt to the time of final 

distribution. Each attorney or law firm shall retain the records required by Rule 1.15 of the 

Rules of Professional Conduct for a period of seven years after termination of the 

representation. 

(c) Such books of account and statements of reconciliation, and any other records 

required to be maintained pursuant to Rule 1.15 of the Rules of Professional Conduct, 

shall be made available upon request of the Statewide Grievance Committee or its 

counsel, or the disciplinary counsel for review, examination or audit upon receipt of notice 

by the Statewide Grievance Committee of an overdraft notice as provided by Section 2-

28 (f). Upon the filing of a grievance complaint or a finding of probable cause, such 
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records shall be made available upon request of the Statewide Grievance Committee, its 

counsel or the disciplinary counsel for review or audit.  

(d) Each attorney shall register with the Statewide Grievance Committee, on a form 

devised by the committee, the address of the attorney’s office or offices maintained for 

the practice of law, the attorney’s office e-mail address and business telephone number, 

the name and address of every financial institution with which the attorney maintains any 

account in which the funds of more than one client are kept and the identification number 

of any such account. Such registrations will be made on an annual basis and at such time 

as the attorney changes his or her address or addresses or location or identification 

number of any such trust account in which the funds of more than one client are kept. The 

registration forms filed pursuant to this subsection and pursuant to Section 2-26 shall not 

be public; however, all information obtained by the Statewide Grievance Committee from 

these forms shall be public, except the following: trust account identification numbers; the 

attorney’s home address, unless no office address is registered and then only if the home 

address is part of the public record of a grievance complaint as defined in Section 2-50 

or the attorney uses the attorney’s personal juris number to appear in a matter in this 

state; the attorney’s office e-mail address; and the attorney’s birth date. Unless otherwise 

ordered by the court, all nonpublic information obtained from these forms shall be 

available only to the Statewide Grievance Committee and its counsel, the reviewing 

committees, the grievance panels and their counsel, the bar examining committee, the 

standing committee on  recommendations for admission to the bar, disciplinary counsel, 

the client security fund committee and its counsel, a judge of the Superior Court, a judge 

of the United States District Court for the District of Connecticut, any grievance committee 
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or other disciplinary authority of the United States District Court for the District of 

Connecticut or, with the consent of the attorney, to any other person. Excluding trust 

account identification numbers, nonpublic information obtained from these forms shall be 

available to the Department of Revenue Services in connection with the collection of the 

occupational tax on attorneys pursuant to section 51-81b of the Connecticut General 

Statutes. In addition, the trust account identification numbers on the registration forms 

filed pursuant to Section 2-26 and this section shall be available to the organization 

designated by the judges of the Superior Court to administer the IOLTA program pursuant 

to Rule 1.15 of the Rules of Professional Conduct. The registration requirements of this 

subsection shall not apply to judges of the Supreme, Appellate or Superior Courts, judge 

trial referees, family support magistrates, federal judges, federal magistrate judges, 

federal administrative law judges or federal bankruptcy judges.  

(e) The Statewide Grievance Committee or its counsel may conduct random 

inspections and audits of accounts maintained pursuant to Rule 1.15 of the Rules of 

Professional Conduct to determine whether such accounts are in compliance with the rule 

and this section. If any random inspection or audit performed under this subsection 

discloses an apparent violation of this section or the Rules of Professional Conduct, the 

matter may be referred to a grievance panel for further investigation or to the disciplinary 

counsel for presentment to the Superior Court. Any attorney whose accounts are selected 

for inspection or audit under this section shall fully cooperate with the inspection or audit, 

which cooperation shall not be construed to be a violation of Rule 1.6 (a) of the Rules of 

Professional Conduct. Any records, documents or information obtained or produced 

pursuant to a random inspection or audit shall remain confidential unless and until a 
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presentment is initiated by the disciplinary counsel alleging a violation of Rule 1.15 of the 

Rules of Professional Conduct or of this section, or probable cause is found by the 

grievance panel, the Statewide Grievance Committee or are viewing committee. 

Contemporaneously with the commencement of a presentment or the filing of a grievance 

complaint, notice shall be given in writing by the Statewide Grievance Committee to any 

client or third person whose identity may be publicly disclosed through the disclosure of 

records obtained or produced in accordance with this subsection. Thereafter, public 

disclosure of such records shall be subject to the client or third person having thirty days 

from the issuance of the notice to seek a court order restricting publication of any such 

records disclosing confidential information. During the thirty day period, or the pendency 

of any such motion, any document filed with the court or as part of a grievance record 

shall refer to such clients or third persons by pseudonyms or with appropriate redactions, 

unless otherwise ordered by the court. 

(f) Violation of subsection (a), (b) or (c) of this section shall constitute misconduct. 

An attorney who fails to register in accordance with subsection (d) shall be 

administratively suspended from the practice of law in this state pursuant to Section 2-

27B. 

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section authorize the Department of 

Revenue Services to receive nonpublic information, excluding trust account identification 

numbers, obtained from the attorney registration process in connection with the collection 

of the occupational tax on attorneys pursuant to Section 51-81b of the Connecticut 

General Statutes.  



APPENDIX C (031422)  1 

APPENDIX C 

(031422) 

Rule 1.15. Safekeeping Property 

(a) As used in this Rule, the terms below shall have the following meanings:  

(1) “Allowable reasonable fees” for IOLTA accounts are per check charges, per 

deposit charges, a fee in lieu of a minimum balance, federal deposit insurance fees, 

sweep fees, and a reasonable IOLTA account administrative or maintenance fee.  

(2) An “eligible institution” means (i) a bank or savings and loan association 

authorized by federal or state law to do business in Connecticut, the deposits of which 

are insured by an agency of the United States government, or (ii) an open-end investment 

company registered with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission and 

authorized by federal or state law to do business in Connecticut. In addition, an eligible 

institution shall meet the requirements set forth in subsection (i) (3) below. The 

determination of whether or not an institution is an eligible institution shall be made by the 

organization designated by the judges of the Superior Court to administer the program 

pursuant to subsection (i) (4) below, subject to the dispute resolution process provided in 

subsection (i) (4) (E) below. 

(3) “Federal Funds Target Rate” means the target level for the federal funds rate 

set by the Federal Open Market Committee of the Board of Governors of the Federal 

Reserve System from time to time or, if such rate is no longer available, any comparable 

successor rate. If such rate or successor rate is set as a range, the term “Federal Funds 

Target Rate” means the upper limit of such range.  
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(4) “Interest- or dividend-bearing account” means (i) an interest-bearing checking 

account, or (ii) an investment product which is a daily (overnight) financial institution 

repurchase agreement or an open-end money market fund. A daily financial institution 

repurchase agreement must be fully collateralized by U.S. Government Securities and 

may be established only with an eligible institution that is “well-capitalized” or “adequately 

capitalized” as those terms are defined by applicable federal statutes and regulations. An 

open-end money market fund must be invested solely in U.S. Government Securities or 

repurchase agreements fully collateralized by U.S. Government Securities, must hold 

itself out as a “money market fund” as that term is defined by federal statutes and 

regulations under the Investment Company Act of 1940 and, at the time of the investment, 

must have total assets of at least $250,000,000. 

(5) “IOLTA account” means an interest- or dividend-bearing account established 

by a lawyer or law firm for clients’ funds at an eligible institution from which funds may be 

withdrawn upon request by the depositor without delay. An IOLTA account shall include 

only client or third person funds, except as permitted by subsection (i) (6) below. The 

determination of whether or not an interest- or dividend-bearing account meets the 

requirements of an IOLTA account shall be made by the organization designated by the 

judges of the Superior Court to administer the program pursuant to subsection (i) (4) 

below. 

(6) “Non-IOLTA account” means an interest- or dividend-bearing account, other 

than an IOLTA account, from which funds may be withdrawn upon request by the 

depositor without delay.  
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(7) “U.S. Government Securities” means direct obligations of the United States 

government, or obligations issued or guaranteed as to principal and interest by the United 

States or any agency or instrumentality thereof, including United States government-

sponsored enterprises, as such term is defined by applicable federal statutes and 

regulations.  

(b) A lawyer shall hold property of clients or third persons that is in a lawyer’s 

possession in connection with a representation separate from the lawyer’s own property. 

Funds shall be kept in a separate account maintained in the state where the lawyer’s 

office is situated or elsewhere with the consent of the client or third person. Other property 

shall be identified as such and appropriately safeguarded. Complete records of such 

account funds and other property shall be kept by the lawyer and shall be preserved for 

a period of seven years after termination of the representation.  

(c) A lawyer may deposit the lawyer’s own funds in a client trust account for the 

sole purposes of paying bank service charges on that account or obtaining a waiver of 

fees and service charges on the account, but only in an amount necessary for those 

purposes. 

(d) Absent a written agreement with the client otherwise, a lawyer shall deposit into 

a client trust account legal fees and expenses that have been paid in advance, to be 

withdrawn by the lawyer only as fees are earned or expenses incurred. 

(e) Upon receiving funds or other property in which a client or third person has an 

interest, a lawyer shall promptly notify the client or third person. Except as stated in this 

Rule or otherwise permitted by law or by agreement with the client or third person, a 
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lawyer shall promptly deliver to the client or third person any funds or other property that 

the client or third person is entitled to receive and, upon request by the client or third 

person, shall promptly render a full accounting regarding such property. 

(f) When in the course of representation a lawyer is in possession of property in 

which two or more persons (one of whom may be the lawyer) have interests, the property 

shall be kept separate by the lawyer until any competing interests are resolved. The 

lawyer shall promptly distribute all portions of the property as to which the lawyer is able 

to identify the parties that have interests and as to which there are no competing interests. 

Where there are competing interests in the property or a portion of the property, the lawyer 

shall segregate and safeguard the property subject to the competing interests. 

(g) The word “interest(s)” as used in this subsection and subsections (e) and (f) 

means more than the mere assertion of a claim by a third party. In the event a lawyer is 

notified by a third party or a third party’s agent of a claim to funds held by the lawyer on 

behalf of a client, but it is unclear to the lawyer whether the third party has a valid interest 

within the meaning of this Rule, the lawyer may make a written request that the third party 

or third party’s agent provide the lawyer such reasonable information and/or 

documentation as needed to assist the lawyer in determining whether substantial grounds 

exist for the third party’s claim to the funds. If the third party or third party’s agent fails to 

comply with such a request within sixty days, the lawyer may distribute the funds in 

question to the client.  

(h) Notwithstanding subsections (b), (c), (d), (e) and (f), lawyers and law firms shall 

participate in the statutory program for the use of interest earned on lawyers’ clients’ funds 
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accounts to provide funding for the delivery of legal services to the poor by nonprofit 

corporations whose principal purpose is providing legal services to the poor and for law 

school scholarships based on financial need. Lawyers and law firms shall place a client’s 

or third person’s funds in an IOLTA account if the lawyer or law firm determines, in good 

faith, that the funds cannot earn income for the client in excess of the costs incurred to 

secure such income. For the purpose of making this good faith determination of whether 

a client’s funds cannot earn income for the client in excess of the costs incurred to secure 

such income, the lawyer or law firm shall consider the following factors: (1) The amount 

of the funds to be deposited; (2) the expected duration of the deposit, including the 

likelihood of delay in resolving the relevant transaction, proceeding or matter for which 

the funds are held; (3) the rates of interest, dividends or yield at eligible institutions where 

the funds are to be deposited; (4) the costs associated with establishing and administering 

interest-bearing accounts or other appropriate investments for the benefit of the client, 

including service charges, minimum balance requirements or fees imposed by the eligible 

institutions; (5) the costs of the services of the lawyer or law firm in connection with 

establishing and maintaining the account or other appropriate investments; (6) the costs 

of preparing any tax reports required for income earned on the funds in the account or 

other appropriate investments; and (7) any other circumstances that affect the capability 

of the funds to earn income for the client in excess of the costs incurred to secure such 

income. No lawyer shall be subject to discipline for determining in good faith to deposit 

funds in the interest earned on lawyers’ clients’ funds account in accordance with this 

subsection.  
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(i) An IOLTA account may only be established at an eligible institution that meets 

the following requirements:  

(1) No earnings from the IOLTA account shall be made available to a lawyer or law 

firm.  

(2) Lawyers or law firms depositing a client’s or third person’s funds in an IOLTA 

account shall direct the depository institution: 

(A) To remit interest or dividends, net of allowable reasonable fees, if any, on the 

average monthly balance in the account, or as otherwise computed in accordance with 

the institution’s standard accounting practices, at least quarterly, to the organization 

designated by the judges of the Superior Court to administer this statutory program; 

(B) To transmit to the organization administering the program with each remittance 

a report that identifies the name of the lawyer or law firm for whom the remittance is sent, 

the amount of remittance attributable to each IOLTA account, the rate and type of interest 

or dividends applied, the amount of interest or dividends earned, the amount and type of 

fees and service charges deducted, if any, and the average account balance for the period 

for which the report is made and such other information as is reasonably required by such 

organization; and 

(C) To transmit to the depositing lawyer or law firm at the same time a report in 

accordance with the institution’s normal procedures for reporting to its depositors. 
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(3) Participation by banks, savings and loan associations, and investment 

companies in the IOLTA program is voluntary. An eligible institution that elects to offer 

and maintain IOLTA accounts shall meet the following requirements: 

(A) The eligible institution shall pay no less on its IOLTA accounts than the highest 

interest rate or dividend generally available from the institution to its non-IOLTA 

customers when the IOLTA account meets or exceeds the same minimum balance or 

other eligibility qualifications on its non-IOLTA accounts, if any. In determining the highest 

interest rate or dividend generally available from the institution to its non-IOLTA 

customers, an eligible institution may consider, in addition to the balance in the IOLTA 

account, factors customarily considered by the institution when setting interest rates or 

dividends for its non-IOLTA customers, provided that such factors do not discriminate 

between IOLTA accounts and non-IOLTA accounts and that these factors do not include 

the fact that the account is an IOLTA account. In lieu of the rate set forth in the first 

sentence of this subparagraph, an eligible institution may pay a rate equal to the higher 

of either (i) one percent per annum, or (ii) sixty percent of the Federal Funds Target Rate. 

Such alternate rate shall be determined for each calendar quarter as of the first business 

day of such quarter and shall be deemed net of allowable reasonable fees and service 

charges. The eligible institution may offer, and the lawyer or law firm may request, a 

sweep account that provides a mechanism for the overnight investment of balances in 

the IOLTA account in an interest- or dividend-bearing account that is a daily financial 

institution repurchase agreement or a money market fund. Nothing in this Rule shall 

preclude an eligible institution from paying a higher interest rate or dividend than 

described above or electing to waive any fees and service charges on an IOLTA account. 
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An eligible institution may choose to pay the higher interest or dividend rate on an IOLTA 

account in lieu of establishing it as a higher rate product.  

(B) Interest and dividends shall be calculated in accordance with the eligible 

institution’s standard practices for non-IOLTA customers.  

(C) Allowable reasonable fees are the only fees and service charges that may be 

deducted by an eligible institution from interest earned on an IOLTA account. Allowable 

reasonable fees may be deducted from interest or dividends on an IOLTA account only 

at the rates and in accordance with the customary practices of the eligible institution for 

non-IOLTA customers. No fees or service charges other than allowable reasonable fees 

may be assessed against the accrued interest or dividends on an IOLTA account. Any 

fees and service charges other than allowable reasonable fees shall be the sole 

responsibility of, and may only be charged to, the lawyer or law firm maintaining the IOLTA 

account. Fees and service charges in excess of the interest or dividends earned on one 

IOLTA account for any period shall not be taken from interest or dividends earned on any 

other IOLTA account or accounts or from the principal of any IOLTA account.  

(4) The judges of the Superior Court, upon recommendation of the chief court 

administrator, shall designate an organization qualified under Sec. 501 (c) (3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code, or any subsequent corresponding Internal Revenue Code of the 

United States, as from time to time amended, to administer the program. The chief court 

administrator shall cause to be [printed] published in the Connecticut Law Journal an 

appropriate announcement identifying the designated organization. The organization 

administering the program shall comply with the following:  
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(A) Each June [mail to] shall publish on the designated organization’s website a 

detailed annual report of all funds disbursed under the program including the amount 

disbursed to each recipient of funds and shall cause to be published in the Connecticut 

Law Journal a notice that the detailed annual report is available on the designated 

organization’s website along with a link to the report that can be accessed by members 

of the public as well as each judge of the Superior Court, and mail to each lawyer or law 

firm participating in the program a copy of that detailed annual report [of all funds 

disbursed under the program including the amount disbursed to each recipient of funds]; 

(B) Each June submit the following in detail to the chief court administrator for 

approval and comment by the Executive Committee of the Superior Court: (i) its proposed 

goals and objectives for the program; (ii) the procedures it has established to avoid 

discrimination in the awarding of grants; (iii) information regarding the insurance and 

fidelity bond it has procured; (iv) a description of the recommendations and advice it has 

received from the Advisory Panel established by General Statutes § 51-81c and the action 

it has taken to implement such recommendations and advice; (v) the method it utilizes to 

allocate between the two uses of funds provided for in § 51-81c and the frequency with 

which it disburses funds for such purposes; (vi) the procedures it has established to 

monitor grantees to ensure that any limitations or restrictions on the use of the granted 

funds have been observed by the grantees, such procedures to include the receipt of 

annual audits of each grantee showing compliance with grant awards and setting forth 

quantifiable levels of services that each grantee has provided with grant funds; (vii) the 

procedures it has established to ensure that no funds that have been awarded to grantees 
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are used for lobbying purposes; and (viii) the procedures it has established to segregate 

funds to be disbursed under the program from other funds of the organization; 

(C) Allow the Judicial Branch access to its books and records upon reasonable 

notice; 

(D) Submit to audits by the Judicial Branch; and  

(E) Provide for a dispute resolution process for resolving disputes as to whether a 

bank, savings and loan association, or open-end investment company is an eligible 

institution within the meaning of this Rule.  

(5) Before an organization may be designated to administer this program, it shall 

file with the chief court administrator, and the judges of the Superior Court shall have 

approved, a resolution of the board of directors of such an organization which includes 

provisions: 

(A) Establishing that all funds the organization might receive pursuant to 

subsection (i) (2) (A) above will be exclusively devoted to providing funding for the delivery 

of legal services to the poor by nonprofit corporations whose principal purpose is 

providing legal services to the poor and for law school scholarships based on financial 

need and to the collection, management and distribution of such funds; 

(B) Establishing that all interest and dividends earned on such funds, less 

allowable reasonable fees, if any, shall be used exclusively for such purposes; 

(C) Establishing and describing the methods the organization will utilize to 

implement and administer the program and to allocate funds to be disbursed under the 
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program, the frequency with which the funds will be disbursed by the organization for 

such purposes, and the segregation of such funds from other funds of the organization; 

(D) Establishing that the organization shall consult with and receive 

recommendations from the Advisory Panel established by General Statutes § 51-81c 

regarding the implementation and administration of the program, including the method of 

allocation and the allocation of funds to be disbursed under such program; 

(E) Establishing that the organization shall comply with the requirements of this 

Rule; and 

(F) Establishing that said resolution will not be amended, and the facts and 

undertakings set forth in it will not be altered, until the same shall have been approved by 

the judges of the Superior Court and ninety days have elapsed after publication by the 

chief court administrator of the notice of such approval in the Connecticut Law Journal. 

(6) Nothing in this subsection (i) shall prevent a lawyer or law firm from depositing 

a client’s or third person’s funds, regardless of the amount of such funds or the period for 

which such funds are expected to be held, in a separate non-IOLTA account established 

on behalf of and for the benefit of the client or third person. Such an account shall be 

established as: 

(A) A separate clients’ funds account for the particular client or third person on 

which the interest or dividends will be paid to the client or third person; or 

(B) A pooled clients’ funds account with subaccounting by the bank, savings and 

loan association or investment company or by the lawyer or law firm, which provides for 
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the computation of interest or dividends earned by each client’s or third person’s funds 

and the payment thereof to the client or third person. 

(j) A lawyer who practices in this jurisdiction shall maintain current financial records 

as provided in this Rule and shall retain the following records for a period of seven years 

after termination of the representation: 

(1) receipt and disbursement journals containing a record of deposits to and 

withdrawals from client trust accounts, specifically identifying the date, source, and 

description of each item deposited, as well as the date, payee and purpose of each 

disbursement; 

(2) ledger records for all client trust accounts showing, for each separate trust client 

or beneficiary, the source of all funds deposited, the names of all persons for whom the 

funds are or were held, the amount of such funds, the descriptions and amounts of 

charges or withdrawals, and the names of all persons or entities to whom such funds 

were disbursed; 

(3) copies of retainer and compensation agreements with clients as required by 

Rule 1.5 of the Rules of Professional Conduct; 

(4) copies of accountings to clients or third persons showing the disbursement of 

funds to them or on their behalf; 

(5) copies of bills for legal fees and expenses rendered to clients; 

(6) copies of records showing disbursements on behalf of clients; 
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(7) the physical or electronic equivalents of all checkbook registers, bank 

statements, records of deposit, prenumbered canceled checks, and substitute checks 

provided by a financial institution; 

(8) records of all electronic transfers from client trust accounts, including the name 

of the person authorizing transfer, the date of transfer, the name of the recipient and 

confirmation from the financial institution of the trust account number from which money 

was withdrawn and the date and the time the transfer was completed;  

(9) copies of monthly trial balances and at least quarterly reconciliations of the 

client trust accounts maintained by the lawyer; and 

(10) copies of those portions of client files that are reasonably related to client trust 

account transactions. 

(k) With respect to client trust accounts required by this Rule: 

(1) only a lawyer admitted to practice law in this jurisdiction or a person under the 

direct supervision of the lawyer shall be an authorized signatory or authorize transfers 

from a client trust account; 

(2) receipts shall be deposited intact and records of deposit should be sufficiently 

detailed to identify each item; and 

(3) withdrawals shall be made only by check payable to a named payee or by 

authorized electronic transfer and not to cash. 

(l) The records required by this Rule may be maintained by electronic, 

photographic, or other media provided that they otherwise comply with these Rules and 
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that printed copies can be produced. These records shall be readily accessible to the 

lawyer. 

(m) Upon dissolution of a law firm or of any legal professional corporation, the 

partners shall make reasonable arrangements for the maintenance of client trust account 

records specified in this Rule. 

(n) Upon the sale of a law practice, the seller shall make reasonable arrangements 

for the maintenance of records specified in this Rule. 

COMMENTARY: A lawyer should hold property of others with the care required of 

a professional fiduciary. Securities should be kept in a safe deposit box, except when 

some other form of safekeeping is warranted by special circumstances. All property that 

is the property of clients or third persons, including prospective clients, must be kept 

separate from the lawyer’s business and personal property and, if moneys, in one or more 

trust accounts. Separate trust accounts may be warranted when administering estate 

moneys or acting in similar fiduciary capacities. A lawyer should maintain on a current 

basis books and records in accordance with generally accepted accounting practices. 

While normally it is impermissible to commingle the lawyer’s own funds with client 

funds, subsection (c) provides that it is permissible when necessary to pay bank service 

charges on that account. Accurate records must be kept regarding which part of the funds 

is the lawyer’s.  

Lawyers often receive funds from which the lawyer’s fee will be paid. The lawyer 

is not required to remit to the clients’ funds account funds that the lawyer reasonably 

believes represent fees owed. However, a lawyer may not hold funds to coerce a client 
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into accepting the lawyer’s contention. The disputed portion of the funds must be kept in 

a trust account and the lawyer should suggest means for prompt resolution of the dispute, 

such as arbitration. The undisputed portion of the funds shall be promptly distributed. 

Subsection (f) also recognizes that third parties, such as a client’s creditor who has 

a lien on funds recovered in a personal injury action, may have lawful interests in specific 

funds or other property in a lawyer’s custody. A lawyer may have a duty under applicable 

law to protect such third-party interests against wrongful interference by the client. In such 

cases the lawyer must refuse to surrender the property to the client until the competing 

interests are resolved. A lawyer should not unilaterally assume to arbitrate a dispute 

between the client and the third party, but, when there are substantial grounds for dispute 

as to the person entitled to the funds, the lawyer may file an action to have a court resolve 

the dispute. 

The word “interest(s)” as used in subsections (e), (f) and (g) includes, but is not 

limited to, the following: a valid judgment concerning disposition of the property; a valid 

statutory or judgment lien, or other lien recognized by law, against the property; a letter 

of protection or similar obligation that is both (a) directly related to the property held by 

the lawyer, and (b) an obligation specifically entered into to aid the lawyer in obtaining the 

property; or a written assignment, signed by the client, conveying an interest in the funds 

or other property to another person or entity. 

The obligations of a lawyer under this Rule are independent of those arising from 

activity other than rendering legal services. For example, a lawyer who serves only as an 

escrow agent is governed by the applicable law relating to fiduciaries even though the 
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lawyer does not render legal services in the transaction and is not governed by this Rule. 

A “lawyers’ fund” for client protection provides a means through the collective efforts of 

the bar to reimburse persons who have lost money or property as a result of dishonest 

conduct of a lawyer. Where such a fund has been established, a lawyer must participate 

where it is mandatory, and, even when it is voluntary, the lawyer should participate. 

Subsection (i) requires lawyers and law firms to participate in the statutory IOLTA 

program. The lawyer or law firm should review its IOLTA account at reasonable intervals 

to determine whether changed circumstances require further action with respect to the 

funds of any client or third person. 

Subsection (j) lists the basic financial records that a lawyer must maintain with 

regard to all trust accounts of a law firm. These include the standard books of account, 

and the supporting records that are necessary to safeguard and account for the receipt 

and disbursement of client or third person funds as required by Rule 1.15 of the Rules of 

Professional Conduct. 

Subsection (j) requires that lawyers maintain client trust account records, including 

the physical or electronic equivalents of all checkbook registers, bank statements, records 

of deposit, prenumbered canceled checks, and substitute checks for a period of at least 

seven years after termination of each particular legal engagement or representation. The 

“Check Clearing for the 21st Century Act” or “Check 21 Act,” codified at 12 U.S.C. § 5001 

et seq., recognizes “substitute checks” as the legal equivalent of an original check. A 

“substitute check” is defined at 12 U.S.C. § 5002 (16) as paper reproduction of the original 

check that contains an image of the front and back of the original check; bears a magnetic 
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ink character recognition (“MICR”) line containing all the information appearing on the 

MICR line of the original check; conforms with generally applicable industry standards for 

substitute checks; and is suitable for automated processing in the same manner as the 

original check. Banks, as defined in 12 U.S.C. § 5002 (2), are not required to return to 

customers the original canceled checks. Most banks now provide electronic images of 

checks to customers who have access to their accounts on internet based websites. It is 

the lawyer’s responsibility to download electronic images. Electronic images shall be 

maintained for the requisite number of years and shall be readily available for printing 

upon request or shall be printed and maintained for the requisite number years. 

The ACH (Automated Clearing House) Network is an electronic funds transfer or 

payment system that primarily provides for the interbank clearing of electronic payments 

between originating and receiving participating financial institutions. ACH transactions are 

payment instructions to either debit or credit a deposit account. ACH payments are used 

in a variety of payment environments including bill payments, business-to-business 

payments, and government payments (e.g., tax refunds). In addition to the primary use 

of ACH transactions, retailers and third parties use the ACH system for other types of 

transactions including electronic check conversion (ECC). ECC is the process of 

transmitting MICR information from the bottom of a check, converting check payments to 

ACH transactions depending upon the authorization given by the account holder at the 

point-of-purchase. In this type of transaction, the lawyer should be careful to comply with 

the requirements of subsection (j) (8).  

There are five types of check conversions where a lawyer should be careful to 

comply with the requirements of subsection (j) (8). First, in a “point-of-purchase 
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conversion,” a paper check is converted into a debit at the point of purchase, and the 

paper check is returned to the issuer. Second, in a “back-office conversion,” a paper 

check is presented at the point-of-purchase and is later converted into a debit, and the 

paper check is destroyed. Third, in a “account-receivable conversion,” a paper check is 

converted into a debit, and the paper check is destroyed. Fourth, in a “telephone-initiated 

debit” or “check-by-phone” conversion, bank account information is provided via the 

telephone, and the information is converted to a debit. Fifth, in a “web-initiated debit,” an 

electronic payment is initiated through a secure web environment. Subsection (j) (8) 

applies to each of the types of electronic funds transfers described. All electronic funds 

transfers shall be recorded, and a lawyer should not reuse a check number which has 

been previously used in an electronic transfer transaction. 

The potential of these records to serve as safeguards is realized only if the 

procedures set forth in subsection (j) (9) are regularly performed. The trial balance is the 

sum of balances of each client’s ledger card (or the electronic equivalent). Its value lies 

in comparing it on a monthly basis to a control balance. The control balance starts with 

the previous month’s balance, then adds receipts from the Trust Receipts Journal and 

subtracts disbursements from the Trust Disbursements Journal. Once the total matches 

the trial balance, the reconciliation readily follows by adding amounts of any outstanding 

checks and subtracting any deposits not credited by the bank at month’s end. This 

balance should agree with the bank statement. Quarterly reconciliation is recommended 

only as a minimum requirement; monthly reconciliation is the preferred practice given the 

difficulty of identifying an error (whether by the lawyer or the bank) among three months’ 

transactions. 
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In some situations, documentation in addition to that listed in subdivisions (1) 

through (9) of subsection (i) is necessary for a complete understanding of a trust account 

transaction. The type of document that a lawyer must retain under subdivision (10) of 

subsection (i) because it is “reasonably related” to a client trust transaction will vary 

depending on the nature of the transaction and the significance of the document in 

shedding light on the transaction. Examples of documents that typically must be retained 

under this subdivision include correspondence between the client and lawyer relating to 

a disagreement over fees or costs or the distribution of proceeds, settlement agreements 

contemplating payment of funds, settlement statements issued to the client, 

documentation relating to sharing litigation costs and attorney’s fees for subrogated 

claims, agreements for division of fees between lawyers, guarantees of payment to third 

parties out of proceeds recovered on behalf of a client, and copies of bills, receipts or 

correspondence related to any payments to third parties on behalf of a client (whether 

made from the client’s funds or from the lawyer’s funds advanced for the benefit of the 

client). 

Subsection (k) lists minimal accounting controls for client trust accounts. It also 

enunciates the requirement that only a lawyer admitted to the practice of law in this 

jurisdiction or a person who is under the direct supervision of the lawyer shall be the 

authorized signatory or authorized to make electronic transfers from a client trust account. 

While it is permissible to grant limited nonlawyer access to a client trust account, such 

access should be limited and closely monitored by the lawyer. The lawyer has a 

nondelegable duty to protect and preserve the funds in a client trust account and can be 
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disciplined for failure to supervise subordinates who misappropriate client funds. See 

Rules 5.1 and 5.3 of the Rules of Professional Conduct. 

Authorized electronic transfers shall be limited to (1) money required for payment 

to a client or third person on behalf of a client; (2) expenses properly incurred on behalf 

of a client, such as filing fees or payment to third persons for services rendered in 

connection with the representation; or (3) money transferred to the lawyer for fees that 

are earned in connection with the representation and are not in dispute; or (4) money 

transferred from one client trust account to another client trust account. 

The requirements in subdivision (2) of subsection (k) that receipts shall be 

deposited intact mean that a lawyer cannot deposit one check or negotiable instrument 

into two or more accounts at the same time, a practice commonly known as a split deposit. 

Subsection (l) allows the use of alternative media for the maintenance of client 

trust account records if printed copies of necessary reports can be produced. If trust 

records are computerized, a system of regular and frequent (preferably daily) backup 

procedures is essential. If a lawyer uses third-party electronic or internet based file 

storage, the lawyer must make reasonable efforts to ensure that the company has in 

place, or will establish reasonable procedures to protect the confidentiality of client 

information. See ABA Formal Ethics Opinion 398 (1995). Records required by subsection 

(j) shall be readily accessible and shall be readily available to be produced upon request 

by the client or third person who has an interest as provided in Rule 1.15 of the Rules of 

Professional Conduct, or by the official request of a disciplinary authority, including but 

not limited to, a subpoena duces tecum. Personal identifying information in records 
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produced upon request by the client or third person or by disciplinary authority shall 

remain confidential and shall be disclosed only in a manner to ensure client confidentiality 

as otherwise required by law or court rule. 

Subsections (m) and (n) provide for the preservation of a lawyer’s client trust 

account records in the event of dissolution or sale of a law practice. Regardless of the 

arrangements the partners or shareholders make among themselves for maintenance of 

the client trust records, each partner may be held responsible for ensuring the availability 

of these records. For the purposes of these Rules, the terms “law firm,” “partner,” and 

“reasonable” are defined in accordance with Rules 1.0 (d), (h), and (i) of the Rules of 

Professional Conduct.  

AMENDMENT NOTE: The changes to this section authorize the administrator of 

the IOLTA program to distribute electronically to the judges its annual report required by 

the rule.  
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APPENDIX D 

(031422) 

Sec. 2-5. —Examination of Candidates for Admission 

The bar examining committee shall further have the duty, power and authority to 

provide for the examination of candidates for admission to the bar; to determine whether 

such candidates are qualified as to prelaw education, legal education, good moral 

character and fitness to practice law; and to recommend [to the court] for admission to 

the bar qualified candidates. 

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section facilitate the option of admission to 

the bar in absentia.  

Sec. 2-9. Certification of Applicants Recommended for Admission; Conditions of 

Admission.  

(a) The bar examining committee shall certify [to the clerk of the Superior Court for 

the Judicial District where the applicant has his or her correspondence address] the 

names of [any such] applicants recommended by it for admission to the bar and shall 

notify the applicants of its decision. 

(b) The bar examining committee may, in light of the health diagnosis, treatment, 

or drug or alcohol dependence of an applicant that has caused conduct or behavior that 

would otherwise have rendered the applicant currently unfit to practice law, determine 

that it will only recommend an applicant for admission to the bar conditional upon the 

applicant’s compliance with conditions prescribed by the committee relevant to the health 

diagnosis, treatment, or drug or alcohol dependence or fitness of the applicant. Such 
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determination shall be made after a hearing on the record is conducted by the committee 

or a panel thereof consisting of at least three members appointed by the chair, unless 

such hearing is waived by the applicant. Such conditions shall be tailored to detect 

recurrence of the conduct or behavior which could render an applicant unfit to practice 

law or pose a risk to clients or the public and to encourage continued treatment, 

abstinence, or other support. The conditional admission period shall not exceed five 

years, unless the conditionally admitted attorney fails to comply with the conditions of 

admission, and the committee or the court determines, in accordance with the procedures 

set forth in Section 2-11, that a further period of conditional admission is necessary. The 

committee shall notify the applicant by mail of its decision and that the applicant must 

sign an agreement with the committee under oath affirming acceptance of such conditions 

and that the applicant will comply with them. Upon receipt of this agreement from the 

applicant, duly executed, the committee shall recommend the applicant for admission to 

the bar as provided herein. The committee shall forward a copy of the agreement to the 

statewide bar counsel, who shall be considered a party for purposes of defending an 

appeal under Section 2-11A. 

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section facilitate the option of admission to 

the bar in absentia. 

Sec. 2-10. Admission by Superior Court; Admission in Absentia 

(a) Each applicant who shall be recommended for admission to the bar, except 

under subsection (c), shall present himself or herself to the Superior Court, or to either 

the Supreme Court or the Appellate Court sitting as the Superior Court, at such place and 
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at such time as shall be prescribed by the bar examining committee, or shall be prescribed 

by the Supreme Court or the Appellate Court, and such court may then, upon motion, 

admit such person as an attorney. The administrative director shall give notice to each 

clerk of the names of the newly admitted attorneys. At the time such applicant is admitted 

as an attorney, the applicant shall be sworn as a Commissioner of the Superior Court. 

(b) The administrative judge of said judicial district or a designee or the chief justice 

of the Supreme Court or a designee or the chief judge of the Appellate Court or a designee 

may deliver an address to the applicants so admitted respecting their duties and 

responsibilities as attorneys. 

(c) The bar examining committee may, upon election by a candidate, recommend 

the candidate for admission in absentia. Upon the administration of the oaths taken as 

Commissioner of the Superior Court and for admission to the bar by an official duly 

qualified to administer oaths, the candidate who has taken the oaths shall be admitted to 

the Connecticut bar in absentia. The candidate shall complete the oaths and submit the 

original affidavits to the bar examining committee within 180 days from the date of 

certification.  

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section facilitate the option of admission to 

the bar in absentia. 

Sec. 2-13. Attorneys of Other Jurisdictions; Qualifications and Requirements for 

Admission 

(a) Any member of the bar of another state or territory of the United States or the 

District of Columbia, who, after satisfying the bar examining committee that his or her 
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educational qualifications are such as would entitle him or her to take the examination in 

Connecticut, and that (i) at least one jurisdiction in which he or she is a member of the 

bar is reciprocal to Connecticut in that it would admit a member of the bar of  Connecticut 

to its bar without examination under provisions similar to those set out in this section or 

(ii) he or she is a full-time faculty member or full-time clinical fellow at an accredited 

Connecticut law school and admitted in a reciprocal or nonreciprocal jurisdiction, shall 

satisfy the committee that he or she:  

(1) is of good moral character, is fit to practice law, and has either passed an 

examination in professional responsibility or has completed a course in professional 

responsibility in accordance with the regulations of the committee; 

(2) has been duly licensed to practice law before the highest court of a reciprocal 

state or territory of the United States or in the District of Columbia if reciprocal to 

Connecticut, or that he or she is a full-time faculty member or full-time clinical fellow at an 

accredited Connecticut law school and admitted in a reciprocal or nonreciprocal 

jurisdiction and (A) has lawfully engaged in the practice of law as the applicant’s principal 

means of livelihood for at least five of the ten years immediately preceding the date of the 

application and is in good standing, or (B) if the applicant has taken the bar examinations 

of Connecticut and failed to pass them, the applicant has lawfully engaged in the practice 

of law as his or her principal means of livelihood for at least five of the ten years 

immediately preceding the date of the application and is in good standing, provided that 

such five years of practice shall have occurred subsequent to the applicant’s last failed 

Connecticut examination; and  



APPENDIX D (031422)  5 

(3) is a citizen of the United States or an alien lawfully residing in the United States, 

which shall include an individual authorized to work lawfully in the United States, may be 

admitted [by the court] as an attorney without examination upon written application and 

the payment of such fee as the committee shall from time to time determine, upon 

compliance with the following requirements. Such application, duly verified, shall be filed 

with the administrative director of the committee and shall set forth the applicant’s 

qualifications as hereinbefore provided. The following affidavits shall be filed by the 

person completing the affidavit:  

(A) affidavits from two attorneys who personally know the applicant certifying to his 

or her good moral character and fitness to practice law and supporting, to the satisfaction 

of the committee, his or her practice of law as defined under subdivision (2) of this 

subsection;  

(B) affidavits from two members of the bar of Connecticut of at least five years’ 

standing, certifying that the applicant is of good moral character and is fit to practice law; 

and 

(C) an affidavit from the applicant, certifying whether such applicant has a 

grievance pending against him or her, has ever been reprimanded, suspended, placed 

on inactive status, disbarred, or has ever resigned from the practice of law, and, if so, 

setting forth the circumstances concerning such action. Such an affidavit is not required 

if it has been furnished as part of the application form prescribed by the committee. 

(b) For the purpose of this rule, the ‘‘practice of law’’ shall include the following 

activities, if performed after the date of the applicant’s admission to the jurisdiction in 
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which the activities were performed, or if performed in a jurisdiction that permits such 

activity by a lawyer not admitted to practice: 

(1) representation of one or more clients in the practice of law; 

(2) service as a lawyer with a state, federal, or territorial agency, including military 

services; 

(3) teaching law at an accredited law school, including supervision of law students 

within a clinical program; 

(4) service as a judge in a state, federal, or territorial court of record; 

(5) service as a judicial law clerk; 

(6) service as authorized house counsel; 

(7) service as authorized house counsel in Connecticut before July 1, 2008, or 

while certified pursuant to Section 2-15A; or 

(8) any combination of the above. 

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section facilitate the option of admission to 

the bar in absentia. 

Sec. 2-15A. —Authorized House Counsel 

(a) Purpose 

The purpose of this section is to clarify the status of house counsel as authorized 

house counsel as defined herein, and to confirm that such counsel are subject to 
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regulation by the judges of the Superior Court. Notwithstanding any other section of this 

chapter relating to admission to the bar, this section shall authorize attorneys licensed to 

practice in jurisdictions other than Connecticut to be permitted to undertake these 

activities, as defined herein, in Connecticut without the requirement of taking the bar 

examination so long as they are exclusively employed by an organization. 

(b) Definitions 

(1) Authorized House Counsel. An ‘‘authorized house counsel’’ is any person 

who: 

(A) is a member in good standing of the entity governing the practice of law of each 

state (other than Connecticut) or territory of the United States, or the District of Columbia 

or any foreign jurisdiction in which the member is licensed; 

(B) has been certified on recommendation of the bar examining committee in 

accordance with this section; 

(C) agrees to abide by the rules regulating members of the Connecticut bar and 

submit to the jurisdiction of the Statewide Grievance Committee and the Superior Court; 

and 

(D) is, at the date of application for registration under this rule, employed in the 

state of Connecticut by an organization or relocating to the state of Connecticut in 

furtherance of such employment within three months prior to starting work in the state of 

Connecticut or three months after the applicant begins work in the state of Connecticut of 
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such application under this section and receives or shall receive compensation for 

activities performed for that business organization. 

(2) Organization. An ‘‘organization’’ for the purpose of this rule is a corporation, 

partnership, association, or employer sponsored benefit plan or other legal entity (taken 

together with its respective parents, subsidiaries, and affiliates) that is not itself engaged 

in the practice of law or the rendering of legal services outside such organization, whether 

for a fee or otherwise, and does not charge or collect a fee for the representation or advice 

other than to entities comprising such organization for the activities of the authorized 

house counsel. 

(c) Activities 

(1) Authorized Activities. An authorized house counsel, as an employee of an 

organization, may provide legal services in the state of Connecticut to the organization 

for which a registration pursuant to subsection (d) is effective, provided, however, that 

such activities shall be limited to: 

(A) the giving of legal advice to the directors, officers, employees, trustees, and 

agents of the organization with respect to its business and affairs;  

(B) negotiating and documenting all matters for the organization; and 

(C) representation of the organization in its dealings with any administrative 

agency, tribunal or commission having jurisdiction; provided, however, authorized house 

counsel shall not be permitted to make appearances as counsel before any state or 

municipal administrative tribunal, agency, or commission, and shall not be permitted to 
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make appearances in any court of this state, unless the attorney is specially admitted to 

appear in a case before such tribunal, agency, commission or court. 

(2) Disclosure. Authorized house counsel shall not represent themselves to be 

members of the Connecticut bar or commissioners of the Superior Court licensed to 

practice law in this state. Such counsel may represent themselves as Connecticut 

authorized house counsel. 

(3) Limitation on Representation. In no event shall the activities permitted 

hereunder include the individual or personal representation of any shareholder, owner, 

partner, officer, employee, servant, or agent in any matter or transaction or the giving of 

advice therefor unless otherwise permitted or authorized by law, code, or rule or as may 

be permitted by subsection (c) (1). Authorized house counsel shall not be permitted to 

prepare legal instruments or documents on behalf of anyone other than the organization 

employing the authorized house counsel. 

(4) Limitation on Opinions to Third Parties. An authorized house counsel shall 

not express or render a legal judgment or opinion to be relied upon by any third person 

or party other than legal opinions rendered in connection with commercial, financial or 

other business transactions to which the authorized house counsel’s employer 

organization is a party and in which the legal opinions have been requested from the 

authorized house counsel by another party to the transaction. Nothing in this subsection 

(c) (4) shall permit authorized house counsel to render legal opinions or advice in 

consumer transactions to customers of the organization employing the authorized house 

counsel. 
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(5) Pro Bono Legal Services. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this 

section, an authorized house counsel may participate in the provision of any and all legal 

services pro bono publico in Connecticut offered under the supervision of an organized 

legal aid society or state/local bar association project, or of a member of the Connecticut 

bar who is also working on the pro bono representation. 

(d) Registration 

(1) Filing with the Bar Examining Committee. The bar examining committee 

shall investigate whether the applicant is at least eighteen years of age and is of good 

moral character, consistent with the requirement of Section 2-8 (3) regarding applicants 

for admission to the bar. In addition, the applicant shall file with the committee, and the 

committee shall consider, the following: 

(A) a certificate from each entity governing the practice of law of a state or territory 

of the United States, or the District of Columbia or any foreign jurisdiction in which the 

applicant is licensed to practice law certifying that the applicant is a member in good 

standing; 

(B) a sworn statement by the applicant:  

(i) that the applicant has read and is familiar with the Connecticut Rules of 

Professional Conduct for attorneys and Chapter 2 (Attorneys) of the Superior Court Rules, 

General Provisions, and will abide by the provisions thereof; 

(ii) that the applicant submits to the jurisdiction of the Statewide Grievance 

Committee and the Superior Court for disciplinary purposes, and authorizes notification 
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to or from the entity governing the practice of law of each state or territory of the United 

States, or the District of Columbia in which the applicant is licensed to practice law of any 

disciplinary action taken against the applicant; 

(iii) listing any jurisdiction in which the applicant is now or ever has been licensed 

to practice law; and 

(iv) disclosing any disciplinary sanction or pending proceeding pertaining or 

relating to his or her license to practice law including, but not limited to, reprimand, 

censure, suspension or disbarment, or whether the applicant has been placed on inactive 

status; 

(C) a certificate from an organization certifying that it is qualified as set forth in 

subsection (b) (2); that it is aware that the applicant is not licensed to practice law in 

Connecticut; and that the applicant is employed or about to be employed in Connecticut 

by the organization as set forth in subsection (b) (1) (D); 

(D) an appropriate application pursuant to the regulations of the bar examining 

committee; 

(E) remittance of a filing fee to the bar examining committee as prescribed and set 

by that committee; and 

(F) an affidavit from each of two members of the Connecticut bar, who have each 

been licensed to practice law in Connecticut for at least five years, certifying that the 

applicant is of good moral character and that the applicant is employed or will be 

employed by an organization as defined above in subsection (b) (2). 
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(2) Certification. Upon recommendation of the bar examining committee, the 

[court may certify the] applicant shall be certified as authorized house counsel in absentia. 

Upon the administration of the oath taken as authorized house counsel by an official duly 

qualified to administer oaths, the applicant who has taken the oath shall be certified as 

authorized house counsel in absentia. The applicant shall complete the oath and submit 

the original affidavit to the bar examining committee within 180 days from the date of 

certification. The committee [and] shall cause notice of such certification to be published 

in the Connecticut Law Journal.  

(3) Annual Client Security Fund Fee. Individuals certified pursuant to this section 

shall comply with the requirements of Sections 2-68 and 2-70 of this chapter, including 

payment of the annual fee and shall pay any other fees imposed on attorneys by court 

rule. 

(4) Annual Registration. Individuals certified pursuant to this section shall register 

annually with the Statewide Grievance Committee in accordance with Sections 2-26 and 

2-27 (d) of this chapter. 

(e) Termination or Withdrawal of Registration 

(1) Cessation of Authorization To Perform Services. Authorization to perform 

services under this rule shall cease upon the earliest of the following events: 

(A) the termination or resignation of employment with the organization for which 

registration has been filed, provided, however, that if the authorized house counsel shall 

commence employment with another organization within thirty days of the termination or 
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resignation, authorization to perform services under this rule shall continue upon the filing 

with the bar examining committee of a certificate as set forth in subsection (d) (1) (C); 

(B) the withdrawal of registration by the authorized house counsel; 

(C) the relocation of an authorized house counsel outside of Connecticut for a 

period greater than 180 consecutive days; or 

(D) the failure of authorized house counsel to comply with any applicable provision 

of this rule.  

Notice of one of the events set forth in subsections (e) (1) (A) through (C) or a new 

certificate as provided in subsection (e) (1) (A) must be filed with the bar examining 

committee by the authorized house counsel within thirty days after such action. Failure to 

provide such notice by the authorized house counsel shall be a basis for discipline 

pursuant to the Rules of Professional Conduct for attorneys. 

(2) Notice of Withdrawal of Authorization. Upon receipt of the notice required 

by subsection (e) (1), the bar examining committee shall forward a request to the 

statewide bar counsel that the authorization under this chapter be revoked. Notice of the 

revocation shall be mailed by the statewide bar counsel to the authorized house counsel 

and the organization employing the authorized house counsel. 

(3) Reapplication. Nothing herein shall prevent an individual previously 

authorized as house counsel to reapply for authorization as set forth in subsection (d). 

(f) Discipline 
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(1) Termination of Authorization by Court. In addition to any appropriate 

proceedings and discipline that may be imposed by the Statewide Grievance Committee, 

the Superior Court may, at any time, with cause, terminate an authorized house counsel’s 

registration, temporarily or permanently. 

(2) Notification to Other States. The statewide bar counsel shall be authorized 

to notify each entity governing the practice of law in the state or territory of the United 

States, or the District of Columbia, in which the authorized house counsel is licensed to 

practice law, of any disciplinary action against the authorized house counsel. 

(g) Transition 

(1) Preapplication Employment in Connecticut. The performance of an 

applicant’s duties as an employee of an organization in Connecticut prior to the effective 

date of this rule shall not be grounds for the denial of registration of such applicant if 

application for registration is made within six months of the effective date of this rule. 

(2) Immunity from Enforcement Action. An authorized house counsel who has 

been duly registered under this rule shall not be subject to enforcement action for the 

unlicensed practice of law for acting as counsel to an organization prior to the effective 

date of this rule. 

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section facilitate the option of admission to 

the bar in absentia. 

Sec. 2-17. Foreign Legal Consultants; Licensing Requirements 
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Upon recommendation of the bar examining committee, [the court may license] an 

applicant may be licensed to practice as a foreign legal consultant, without examination, 

[an applicant] who: 

(1) has been admitted to practice (or has obtained the equivalent of admission) in 

a foreign country, and has engaged in the practice of law in that country, and has been in 

good standing as an attorney or counselor at law (or the equivalent of either) in that 

country, for a period of not less than five of the seven years immediately preceding the 

date of application; 

(2) possesses the good moral character and fitness to practice law requisite for a 

member of the bar of this court; and  

(3) is at least twenty-six years of age. 

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section facilitate the option of admission to 

the bar in absentia. 
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