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Minutes 

 

Connecticut Judicial Branch 

Task Force to Study the Feasibility of Establishing Opioid Intervention Courts 

 

Meeting of Tuesday, September 18, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Litchfield Judicial District Courthouse at Torrington 

Courtroom C3 

50 Field Street, Torrington, CT 

 

Members in attendance:  Judge Patrick Carroll, III, Chair; Judge Joan K. Alexander; Judge 

Elizabeth Bozzuto; Doreen Del Bianco; Judge Robert J. Devlin, Jr.; Lawrence D’Orsi, II; Dean 

Timothy Fisher; Michael Hines; Atty. Kevin T. Kane; Ivan Kuzyk; Dr. Michael Norko; Atty. 

Christine Rapillo; Gary A. Roberge; Commissioner Scott Semple.   

Staff present:  Atty. Matthew Berardino. 

 

I.  Welcome and Introductions 
 

Judge Carroll convened the meeting at 9:58 a.m., and welcomed the committee. 

The members of the committee introduced themselves. 

 

II.  Charge of Committee 

 

Judge Carroll discussed the background of the opioid crisis in Connecticut as a public health 

issue, and described the committee’s charge pursuant to Section 1 of Public Act 18-166, and 

requirement to report to the General Assembly by January 1, 2019. 

 

III.  Overview of current programs designed to assist substance-dependent defendants 

 

Gary Roberge and Michael Hines from Court Support Services Division presented a slide show 

to the Task Force about the current programs available. 

 

Gary Roberge began the presentation with information about Judicial Branch contracted services, 

including Alternative in the Community (AIC), Adult Behavioral Health Services, Medication 

Assisted Treatment Options, and Residential Services. 

 

Judge Carroll commented that many services that CSSD offers are statewide, rather than limited 

to a specific court location. 

 

Mike Hines continued the presentation with information about the Treatment Pathways Program 

(TPP), including how the program is sustained, site selection in Bridgeport (2015), New London 

(2017), Torrington (2017) and Waterbury (2018) based on data from the Department of Mental 

Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS), a discussion of demographics, levels of care and 

success metrics.  He noted the accessibility of the program, with 75% admitted within one day. 
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Judge Carroll inquired about what would be necessary to expand TPP to other districts, and Mike 

Hines responded that the program would need to be sustained from a number of sources (federal, 

state, municipal, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMSA) grants 

for clinicians, Medicaid).  More outside funding would be needed in lower volume districts.  The 

City of Bristol has expressed interest in the program, and obtaining funding from private donors.  

Mike Hines also noted that it would be more cost effective to expand TPP than to set up 

individual drug dockets throughout the state. 

 

IV.  Discussion and Next Steps 

 

Ivan Kuzyk noted that over 50% of opioid deaths in the last two years have been people with a 

Department of Correction (DOC) number. 

 

Judge Devlin noted that a financially self-sustaining program is ideal, but that tax payers may 

need to supplement. 

 

Christine Rapillo mentioned the need for more social workers in the Public Defenders’ offices, 

and the difficulty of travel for many clients. 

 

Commissioner Semple and Mike Hines discussed what has been done in other states, with Mike 

Hines noting that there is an opioid court in Buffalo, but that is not a statewide program. 

 

Judge Carroll noted that Connecticut has the advantage of being a small state with a unified court 

system, allowing it to more readily address the crisis on a statewide basis, unlike other states. 

 

Kevin Kane discussed the benefits and necessity of intervening earlier in an individual’s contact 

with the system; the earlier the diversion, the better. 

 

Dean Fisher noted the success Rhode Island has had with a medication assisted treatment 

program, and Commissioner Semple agreed. 

 

Judge Carroll stated that the Task Force’s next meeting will be on October 17, 2018, and that Dr. 

Miriam Delphin-Rittmon, Commissioner of DMHAS, will provide an overview of DMHAS 

services.  The Task Force will also examine information from other states. 

 

Judge Carroll also noted the goal of the Task Force to provide a draft of the report before the 

November 5 meeting, and make that draft available online. 

 

V.  Adjournment 
 

The Task Force adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 


