
NEW BRIT AIN JU V ENJLE COURT PILOT STANDING ORDER
CHUD PROTECTION PROCEEDINGS

CHILD'S ATTENDANCE OR PRESENTATION OF
CJm.,D'S POSITION IN COURT

1. Any child who is the subjept ofa child protection proceeding may attend any child
protection hearing, ab~~nt gQod cause shown, pursuant to Practice Book Se'ction 32a-5.
Counsel for the child shoulq. infonn their client, where appropriate, that slhe has a right to
attend court absent goocl c~use. Hpwever, it is important, whenever possible, that the
court and all other parties be ptade aware of a child's attendance ill advance to avoid
the potential for harm. '.'

2. Accordingly, when a child wishes to attend any hearing and/or speak directly to the court
without testifying under 9i:1th, tlte attorney for the child shall notify the court and all
counsel ofrecord, inchuJingfffiY guardian-ad-litem appointed fOT the child, in writing at
least 5 days prior to 1heh~;:u:41~by completing a "Child Attendance Form" provided by the
court. (See attached).

3. If any party objects to the child's attending and/or speaking directly to the court without
testifying, said party sha1lple, prior to the hearing, a written objection, stating the grounds
for such objection. The cpurt shall conduct a hearing on the objection to determine if the
child should attend the h~ElIing and the extent and circumstances under which a child will
be pennitted to participate 1.Il, the hearing. Absent any objection, the c0llrt may sua sponte
conduct a hearing ifthec()urt qas concerns about the child's attendance and/or speaking to
the court without testifying.

4_ The attorney for the chilq is responsible fOT arranging transportation to court with the
custodian ofthe child anqllllY pther acconunodations necessary to facilitate the child's
attendance, including any need to sequester or segregate the child prior to the hearing.

5. Any party, including the attorney for the child, who wishes to call a child as a witnes~ in
any child protection proceedings must file a motion for permission to call the child as a
witness in accordance with Practice Book Section 32a-4(b).

REPORTING CHILD'S POSlJIQN AT PERMANENCY PLAN REVIEW HEARINGS

1. Prior to a hearing on a motion !p revi~w a permanency plan ("MRP"), tIle attorney tor the
child who is the subjectpfthc proceedings shall consult directly with tlJe child, in an age
appropriate manner, regin'flin~ the content of the plan and the child"s PQsition on the plan.

2. The child's attorney shall sl.lpmit the child's position on the plan in writing, prior to or at
• ····.E '"

the MRP hearing.



NonCE OF INTENT TQ JlAV¥ CJOl.,D ATTEND CHILD PROTRCTION PROCEEDlNG

(Directions: Please complete this form and return it to the clerk at least 5 days prior
to the sUbject hearing~ witij copi~ to all counsel of record, incJuding n:p.y gual"di.an­
ad-litem for the child. IfYQ!l intend to call the child as a witness, you Q1ust me with
the court a motion for p~npis~ionpursuant to Practice Book Section ~~a-4(b)

and should not use this forp:J,.)

Nameofchild: - pocket# Datc_. _

Child's Date of Birth:~~ _

THE REARING THE CIJILD WISHES TO ATTEND':

Type of Hearing: _

Date and Time of Hearip.g:~ ---------~----------

PROPOSED EXTENT OF CD:J:Lp'S PARTICIPATION:

__ Child To Attend Only

__Child To Attend and Speak In If. Non-Testimonial Fashion:

_In camera, with Cou~selPnl$ent

_In Camera, without C9pnsel rresent

__Partial hearing with !lU pf!r~ies present

__Entire hearing with aU parti~s present

(Signature) (Date)


