
 

 

Public Service and Trust Commission 
Juror Security Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 

 
The meeting of the Juror Security Subcommittee was held at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, December 11, 2015, 
in Conference Room 133 at 225 Spring Street, Wethersfield, CT. 
 
Members Present: Esther Harris (Chair), Melanie Kerr, Jeffrey Getz, Denise Poncini, Roy Smith, Robin 
Smith, Richard Loffredo, and Carolina Marin. 
 
Members Not Present:  Kevin Grosse, Attorney Raymond Hassett, Buffy Irizarry, Richard Taddei, 
Judge Brian Fischer, and Chief Ines Nieves.   
 
The following issues were discussed by attendees: 
 

1. Reviewed and approved minutes from 11/5/2015. 
 

2. Introduction of new committee support staff: Carolina Marin.  
 

3. Reviewed and discussed the Juror Security Template that was distributed to Roy Smith and 
Robin Smith and were completed for their court locations (Tolland and Hartford).  Discussed 
some of the issues such as whether a Marshal is assigned to the parking lot and Jury Rooms, 
whether the parking lot is monitored by security cameras, policy for jurors who need smoking 
breaks, etc.  Members agreed that some changes need to be made to this template before we 
can move forward with the rest of the judicial districts.  Briefly discussed whether this template 
would be distributed to the Chief Clerks or if this subcommittee will hold focus groups.  Members 
agreed that the template should be given to Chief Clerks and they can decide who will complete 
it. A revised version of this template will be sent to the members for review and approval. Once 
approved by this subcommittee, it will be discussed with Joe D’Alesio and then go to the larger 
security committee for their approval.  Esther will then speak with Tais Ericson about getting this 
on the agenda for the Chief Clerks meeting and the Chief Marshals meeting.   

 
4. Esther Harris, Melanie Kerr, Bob Kilpatrick, Don Murphy, Rich Loffredo, and Jeff Getz all 

previously met to talk about juror parking options and feasibility for shuttles for Waterbury, 
Bridgeport and New Haven. Document detailing the options was handed out to members. Some 
issues for providing shuttle service include liability, schedule, cost, ability to accommodate for 
ADA issues, and the statutory authority of Marshals to transport jurors.  Changes to the 
document were discussed and it was agreed upon to add some of the discussed issues. 
Carolina will edit the document as discussed and it will be sent out to members for review and 
approval. If all members agree, this document will be presented to Joe D’Alesio.  Members also 
discussed whether the shuttle option would only be for these 3 locations; however there are 
other courthouses with similar issues so hoping to use these 3 courts as a pilot and then expand 
to other courts.  

 
5. Courts are reviewing their security issues and it is difficult to find specific measures that address 

jurors. This subcommittee should continue to focus on developing a plan for jurors so that the 
Jury Clerks will know what to do in the event of an emergency. 

 
6. The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 

 
7. The next meeting date will be emailed to members. 


