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Volunteer/Intern Program Approaches its 43rd Year
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Volunteer Week 2013: 
April 21st through April 27th 
Established in 1974, National Volunteer Week has 
grown every year since its inception and now includes 
the support and endorsement of all subsequent U.S. 
presidents and many governors, mayors, and elected 
officials throughout the country.  

Volunteerism is about giving back to our 
communities that have shaped us into the 
people we are today.

National Volunteer Week is about inspiring, 
recognizing, and encouraging people to seek out 
imaginative ways to engage in their communities. It’s 
about demonstrating to the nation that by working 
together, in unison, we have the ability to meet 
challenges and accomplish goals. Volunteerism is 
about giving back to our communities that have 
shaped us into the people we are today.  

State of CT – Judicial 
Branch Volunteer Program
Volunteers have come to play an important role 
through their contributions to the Connecticut 
Judicial Branch. The movement began in the Office 
of Adult Probation in 1970. In September 1971, the 
office received a federal grant to sponsor a program 
consisting of two components: a Volunteer in Court 
(VIC) and a Volunteer in Probation (VIP) program. 
Starting with four volunteers that year, the Judicial 
Branch now benefits from more than 100 volunteers 
annually.

Volunteers provide many valuable services to the 
professional and clerical staff throughout the Branch. 
They also provide assistance to the courts throughout 
the state whether it is in clerk’s offices, Community 
Court, court service centers or adult and juvenile 
probation offices.  
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In addressing Judicial Branch volunteers, Chief 
Court Administrator Judge Barbara M. Quinn said, 
“As National Volunteer Week approaches, I wanted 
to take this opportunity to thank you for the time and 
assistance that you have given so freely to the Judicial 
Branch during the past year. Please know that we 
appreciate the contributions that you make each and 
every day. You have made volunteerism a part of your 
life and you are an inspiration to us all.”

The Judicial Branch currently hosts 33 volunteers 
throughout the state. Patrick Callahan, Danbury’s 
Chief Probation Officer, says, “I don’t know what the 
office would do without Carol, Charlie and Susan. 
They greet clients, and inform probation officers when 
their clients arrive. Our volunteers perform triage 
whenever necessary and the clients enjoy seeing a 
volunteer and start their appointments in a good frame 
of mind. They have become like family to all of us 
here and are included in all office activities.”

Kemar Bailey – Adult Probation, Meriden

Daniel Bellizi – G.A. 14, Hartford

Charles Berger – Adult Probation, Danbury

Dolores Butka – External Affairs, East Hartford

Phillip Cocchiola – External Affairs, Hartford

Thomas Cressey – Adult Probation, New London

Linda Cohn – Judicial District Court, Hartford

Anthony DelPaine – Adult Probation, Norwich

Mary Divigard – Adult Probation, New Britain

Paul Farrell – Court Service Center, Norwich

Cynthia Ferraguto – Bail Services, New Britain

Tyrae Fletcher – Adult Probation, Norwich

Theresa Gallo – Adult Probation, New Britain

Helen Jachimowski – Clerk’s Office, New Britain

Emily Kezer – Adult Probation, New London

Jeanette Lareau – External Affairs, Hartford

Julie Lemelin – Adult Probation/IAR Unit, New London

Leonie Maddix-Roberts – JAMS, Hartford

Timothy Martin – Adult Probation, Meriden

Carol MacLenathen – Adult Probation, Danbury

Barry Pattison – Adult Probation, New Britain

Briana Ramirez – Adult Probation, New London

Stephen Ramirez – Public Information Desk, Stamford

Caitlin Reynolds – Court Service Center, New London

Kim Schempf – Court Service Center, Rockville

John Sims – Community Court, Hartford

Sarah Skinner – Adult Probation/IAR Unit, New London

Garlen Taylor – Juvenile Detention, Hartford

Andrea Thomas – Court Service Center, Norwich

Sally Tortora – Clerk’s Office, Waterbury

Susana Vargas – Adult Probation, Willimantic

Susan Weinberg – Adult Probation, Danbury

Derek Woykovsky – JAMS, Hartford

Chief Court Administrator Thanks Judicial Volunteers

VOLUNTEERS IN 2013

“Please know that we appreciate the contributions that you make each and every day.  
You have made volunteerism a part of your life and you are an inspiration to us all.”
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Continued on the back

Susan Weinberg has been volunteering at the 
Danbury Adult Probation office for over 17 years. 
Susan, a retired nurse in western Pennsylvania moved 
to Connecticut with her husband after retirement. 

Susan says she “enjoys everything about the 
experience and gets to do a lot while working 
with such wonderful people.”

Looking to meet new people, Susan decided to 
volunteer her time and has continued to do so every 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon. Susan says she 
“enjoys everything about the experience and gets to 
do a lot while working with such wonderful people.” 
Susan has made many friends in the office and is 
remembered for letting Wilma Davidson, a retired 
probation officer, stay in her home for three months 
before Ms. Davidson moved to her retirement home 
in Cape Cod! Susan always has a friendly face and 
enjoys a cup of coffee made by Chief Probation 
Officer Pat Callahan every afternoon. Susan spends 
the rest of her free time enjoying her six grandchildren 
and her Boston Red Sox.

Charles Berger has been a volunteer at Adult 
Probation in Danbury for 10 years and was 
trained by Susan Weinberg. Charlie retired from the 
Department of Social Services where he was a child 
support investigator. Looking to fill some empty hours, 
Charlie is at Danbury Adult Probation every Monday 
and Wednesday afternoon. Charlie – an avid sports fan, 

movie and music lover – is the partner everyone needs 
on their trivia team. Charlie spends his remaining free 
time volunteering at other community organizations, 
spending time with his four grandchildren and writing 
for his temple newsletter.  

There are many adjectives that could be used to 
describe Dolores Butka – dynamic octogenarian, 
rabid Red Sox fan, always color-coordinated, 
and frequent-flyer to Atlantic City to name a few.  
However most important to the Judicial Branch 
Volunteer Program would be as a volunteer who 
has worn several different hats during her 14 years 
with the Branch.

Dolores spent many years as a nurse in the East 
Hartford school system where she enjoyed children 
of all ages but especially those in middle school, 
who most educators recognize as a tough group. As 
a volunteer, her first assignment was in the former 
West Hartford Court, where she worked with another 
volunteer on a unique conditional discharge program. 

SPOTLIGHT ON VOLUNTEERS:

Susan Weinberg and Charles Berger

Dolores Butka
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Application Deadlines and Orientation Schedules

Placement opportunities, eligibility and application process  
can be obtained at our new website www.jud.ct.gov/intern

Paralegal, Graduate &  
Undergraduate Studies

Applications for Summer 2013  
must be received by May 5, 2013

Applications for Fall 2013 must  
be received by August 23, 2013

Legal Studies

Applications for Summer 2013 
must be received by March 15, 2013

Applications for Fall 2013 must  
be received by August 17, 2013

Robyn N. Oliver, Program Manager
Robyn.Oliver@jud.ct.gov

Juana Brown, Coordinator
Juana.Brown@jud.ct.gov

Rosanne Purtill, Coordinator
Rosanne.Purtill@jud.ct.gov

Alyson Downes, Coordinator
Alyson.Downes@jud.ct.gov

Spotlight... Continued from page 3

Later she volunteered at the Hartford Office of Adult 
Probation assisting probation officers with monitoring 
their caseloads. In typical fashion for Dolores, she 
enthusiastically approached learning how to operate  
a computer.

Dolores says she loves doing her volunteer 
work and looks forward to it – “it is my 
enjoyment. It is a wonderful program and the 
staff works very hard.”

Currently Dolores volunteers weekly with the 
Volunteer/Intern Program central office in East 
Hartford, where she helps keep track of volunteer 

and intern statistics. She also has become a regular 
at Intern Orientation sessions, where she especially 
enjoys the enthusiasm of incoming interns.

Dolores says she loves doing her volunteer work 
and looks forward to it – “It is my enjoyment. It is a 
wonderful program, and the staff works very hard.” 
As for the staff, Coordinator Rosanne Purtill says 
that “Dolores sets the bar very high – her work ethic 
and energy inspires us to want to measure up to her 
standards. If we are fortunate to live as long as she has 
we can only hope to emulate her when it is our turn to 
give back as she has done.”


